
Trails & Grooming Report 2016/17 
 

Mission Satement: 
To provide the best possible cross-country ski experience for all Caledonia Nordic Ski Club 
members for the duration of the ski season and that the grooming be done in a cost effective 
way. 
 
Summary: 
As in previous season, we did a couple weekend groomings at Bear Lake, to give club members 
a chance to get skiing on tracks before we could reasonably do grooming here.  Although this is 
a pricey  endeavour, the effort seems popular. 
 
Right from the start of grooming at Otway on December 18th, 2016, we used the Ski Trails 
grooming app.  Throughout the season this feature was extremely popular.  The last day of 
grooming was March 22nd.  Due to unsuitable conditions, we only did about 85 days of 
grooming.  Each day was documented by the grooming app. 
 
Mike, Ken, John B and I collaborated to produce  a Grooming Protocol. This outlines every 
factor that may affect grooming.  It has been available to view on the club web site since 
January. 
 
During June, 21 days of trail renovation was done.  This work entailed repairing bridges, 
correcting drainage issues, modifying curves, dispersing debris, levelling tails, and modifying 
trails.  A number of trails have been amalgamated into a 2 km continuous trail called Larch 
Loop.  Hickory wing west, now enters the Pine Flats network at Thumb’s Up Jct.  We plan to set 
Fingers in the opposite direction than has been the practice in the past.  The start of the trail will 
be at Piccadilly Circus and the direction will be westward. Modifications have been done to 
Fingers to accommodate this.  Additionally a couple of trails have been created for sit-skiers. 
 
Many more signs have been installed throughout the Pine Flats area.  Aluminum maps are also 
being installed, primarily in the western regions of the trail network. 
 
A massive lighting project has been added to our already excellent lighted ski trails.  Now all of 
the Race Maze, the Chutes, Inner 5 and the Rotary Terrain Park are lit. 
 
A dog friendly snowshoe trail has been created at the dog track.  It starts on the east end of the 
parking lot and finishes on the west side of the parking lot and is about 2 km long.  
 
Rubber tracks have been acquired for one of the larger machines.  This may enable us to use 
the bigger machines with less snow than with the regular tracks. 
 
A volunteer work party was held recently.  The main focus was on brush clearing the edges of 
the trails after the completion of the mowing program. 



 
It should be noted that we also have a magnificent network of single tracks that are extensively 
used by bikers, runners and walkers.  During the spring, summer, and fall a successful mountain 
bike instruction program has been held.  
A small number of enthusiastic trail workers have repaired and tended the trails throughout the 
season. 
These trails are the same ones that are used for the snowshoe program. 
 
Much has been accomplished by paid employees and volunteers this year.  With a suitable 
snowfall, we should have an outstanding ski and snowshoe season. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, contact me after you have checked out all the information 
that is available on our web site. 
 
Ed Day 
Tracksandtrails@caledonianordic.com 
 
 
 
 


